SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW
Since the Annals was first published in January 1892, only six individuals have held the office of its Editor -a testament to the journal's stability and enduring standards of consistency and quality. It is with that legacy to uphold that I assume the responsibilities of Editor in Chief as Dr Brian F. McCabe steps down. Dr McCabe assumed the editorship in 1982, and was instrumental in overseeing the peer review process and establishing a firm yet fair editorial policy. He personally approved the contents of every issue and expanded the journal to accommodate associate editors, imaging case studies, pathology consultations, book reviews, and computer applications.
As the Editor, Dr McCabe recognized the difficulties inherent in writing a good scientific paper. He has been instrumental in helping many persons with their first publication, offering constructive and insightful criticism and encouraging them through the revision process. In an editorial he wrote in 1989, he explained the mechanics of writing a scientific paper and defined the role of reviewers as judges and helpers. He strongly felt that articles would be accepted if appropriately revised on the basis of the suggestions offered by reviewers. Always, the goal was to produce the best piece of scholarship possible. With this philosophy, under Dr McCabe's stewardship, the Annals met its prime objective to be one of the finest otolaryngology journals in the world. My leadership will offer readers of the Annals something new. Changes will be apparent. For example, the Editorial Board has been restructured, with Section Editors reflecting the wide subspecialization that is now an integral part of our specialty. The appointment of Drs William Bolger, Gerry Funk, Bruce Gantz, Margaret Kenna, Dean Toriumi, and Gayle Woodson, all internationally recognized for their subspecialty expertise, reflects the broad scope of our practice. With their guidance, the Annals will continue to be a premiere journal.
In addition, the Editorial Board includes several new members with the enthusiasm and dedica-509 tion to make the continued success of the Annals assured. But while these changes in editorial leadership and Editorial Board membership are something new, they offer to readers of the Annals something old -the assurance that the Annals will continue to be one of the finest otolaryngology journals in the world. In so doing, we will maintain the standards set by Dr McCabe and the Editors before him.
I wish Dr McCabe an enjoyable, relaxing, and well-deserved retirement. After 22 years as Editor in Chief, he has certainly earned it. As a tribute to his impact on all of us, this issue contains three classic articles that illustrate his diverse and far-ranging impact and scholarship.
